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have had much to do with his sudden death shortly
after, toward the middle of September, while the
Emperor was cruising on his yacht off the coast of
Finland. His tragic end gave rise naturally to many
rumours, and suicide was suspected in some quarters.
A careful inquest was secretly conducted, and pronounced
that death was caused by the rupture of an aneurism,
but it is more than probable that the disease of the
heart from which General Trepoff suffered was aggra-
vated by the shock which he had undergone in the failure
of his project and the consequent forfeit of his master's
favour.
In revealing the true facts connected with this incident,
it is not my purpose to tarnish the memory of General
Trepoff, for, while disagreeing with his political ideas
and condemning his methods, I have always respected
and even admired his energy, his indomitable courage
and his unbounded devotion to the person of his Sovereign.
In planning his coup de force he was merely following
his profound conviction that the safety of Russia and
of the monarchical principle demanded at any cost a
return to autocratic government. I even believe that
the prospect of becoming dictator was of secondary
importance to him. Soon after the Emperor had quashed
his plans, I had quite a long conversation with him at
Peterhof, in the course of which he freely admitted the
purpose of his pourparlers with the Cadets, and I
recall that on that occasion, as also when I met him
during the critical days of October, 1905, he gave me
the impression of a man endowed with remarkable
force of will.
Is it true that M. Milioukoff and the other Cadet
leaders took General TrfrpofPs propositions seriously
believed that they were about to attain power with